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The recital of rhymes, Hooft wrote, had therefore made a vital contribution to the growth of a critical disposition towards the clergy and towards the persecution of heretics, and as such amounted to a substantial contributing factor in the causes of the Revolt. He gave three reasons for attributing a greater influence to spoken works than to written or printed texts: the physical power of the speaker to persuade, the immediacy of the experience, and the number of people jan bloemendal and arjan van dixhoorn who could be reached. For contemporary historians writing about the Dutch Republic, the importance of the rhetoricians for the origins of the Revolt was a truism they deployed, among other things, in the defence of the chambers and their public plays against attacks by clergymen of the Reformed Church.
2 Sixteenth-century political, religious and intellectual authorities were themselves concerned about the persuasive power of songs and poems. Fearing the divisive potential of such works, they developed special censorship rules such as bans on the treatment of certain subjects, the checking of texts prior to performance, and thereafter prosecution and, where deemed necessary, sanctions. Hooft's belief in the efficacy of performative literature to communicate ideas is at odds with the notion still prevailing today that the printing of books was responsible for an enormous increase in the rapid and extensive dissemination of opinions, and that the Reformation would not have been possible without this revolution in communications. The latter view has been modified substantially in recent years by historians of the Reformation, giving more weight to the spoken word that received so much praise from Hooft for forming a connection between the public and the world of written and printed texts. 4 Hooft believed that by 1560 the Low Countries had an organized literary life, sustained by cultured minds who criticized frankly the performance of the authorities in public, reminding both citizens and people in positions of power of their responsibilities. The rhetoricians' regional
